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a " fact " — an opinion with which the reviewer has already (elsewhere) 
expressed his agreement. The author believes, in other words, in a 
true social philosophy, in accordance with the very idea of which 
"moral" and "spiritual" {Christian, he declares), as well as merely 
natural and biological, factors are implied in the nature and constitu- 
tion and " progress " and " destiny " of human society. This conclusion, 
be it remembered, is not shot in a dogmatic manner at the reader's head, 
for the bulk of the book is taken up with the instructive examina- 
tion of biological sociology upon which I have laid emphasis. There 
are in it a self-repression and a scientific objectivity that are admirable 
when we remember that its author's deepest interest in sociology is 
naturally from the theological side. His results and his method may 
well stimulate both theological and philosophical students to examine, 
not only biology, but also economics and social psychology, in the hope 
of throwing some fresh light upon the moral and spiritual struggle of 
men; for in denying the undue influence of the "biological" factor 
Professor Mackintosh has not intended to eliminate all struggle from 
the life of man. He has, in fact, a contempt for the foolish philan- 
thropy and the semi-scientific "practical" sociology that fail to recog- 
nize both struggle and law. 

Scholars may seriously object to the ranking of men like Drum- 
mond and Kidd along with Comte and Spencer and Stephen. In 
defense it may be said (1) that "from Comte to Kidd" has merely a 
chronological significance, and (2) that the author has the merit of 
examining whatever purports to be an attempt at a sociology along 
" evolution " lines. The freshness and fairness and utility of the book 
will secure for it many readers. 

W. Caldwell. 
Northwestern University, 
Evanston, 111. 

Longinus On the Sublime. The Greek Text edited after the 
Paris Manuscript with Introduction, Translation, Facsimiles, 
and Appendices. By W. Rhys Roberts, M.A., Professor of 
Greek in the University College of North Wales, Bangor ; 
late Fellow of Kings College, Cambridge. Cambridge : At 
the University Press, 1899; New York: The Macmillan Co. 
Pp. x + 285. $2.75, net. 

For the information of the general reader one is compelled to 
begin an account of this book with the rather startling paradox that it 
is neither the work of Longinus nor is it "On the Sublime." The 
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weight of modern criticism is against its authorship by the historical 
Longinus of the third century and in favor of the view that it is the work 
of some author, not certainly known, of the first century A. D., and as 
for the title, "On the Sublime" is manifestly a misleading translation 
of iTipt vxj/ovi as here employed. Professor Roberts simply follows in 
this matter the established English usage of many generations. The 
work itself deals with the essential elements of a noble and elevated 
literary style. 

The present edition is admirable both in plan and execution. 
After an introductory essay the text of the treatise is given with a 
parallel English translation. Extended appendices, which cover the 
whole field of textual, linguistic, and literary criticism, are added. 

To the general reader the chief interest of the book will be found 
in its contributions to the field of literary criticism. It has been pro- 
nounced to be the "most important single piece of literary criticism 
produced by any Greek writer posterior to Aristotle." It contains 
references to about fifty Greek writers, whose dates range over a period 
of many centuries. These writers are quoted for illustrations both of 
excellencies and defects in the art of expression. Homer is oftenest 
mentioned, and always with a just appreciation. "In the Odyssey," 
the author says, " Homer may be likened to a sinking sun, whose 
grandeur remains without its intensity ;" but he hastens to add : "If 
I speak of old age, it is nevertheless the old age of Homer." Not only 
Greek, but also Roman and Hebrew literature, are laid under contri- 
bution. The reader will find scattered through the book not a few 
pieces of literary criticism which will repay a careful reading. 

Walter Goodnow Everett. 
Brown University, 
Providence, R. I. 

Essay on the Bases of the Mystic Knowledge. By E. 
Recejac, Doctor of Letters. Translated by Sara Carr 
Upton. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1899. Pp. 
xi + 287. $2. 50. 

With due deductions for obvious Roman Catholic influences, it is 
probably correct to class this work as one of the many witnesses to the 
so-called spiritual reaction in France, a movement that has accom- 
plished much already, and from which more possibly may be hoped. 
The movement itself does not seem to me to have justified expectations 
that were once formed about it in connection with pure philosophy ; 



